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REF: STATE 108167 

1 . ON MAY 10 EMBOFFS CALLED ON DFA ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
FOR UN AFFAIRS VERCELES TO DISCUSS UPCOMING VANCOUVER 
CONFERENCE AND PROVIDED HIM POSITION PAPER BASED ON REFTEL. 
VERCELES EMPHASIZED THAT UNIVERSITY OF PHILIPPINES PRESIDENT 
O.D. CORPUZ AND DEVELOPMENT ACADEMY OF THE PHILIPPINES 
VICE PRESIDENT CONRADO BENITEZ WERE MRS. MARCOS' ACTION 
OFFICERS FOR VANVCOUVER SESSION. VERCELES IS STILL NOT 
SURE WHETHER HE WILL BE GOING TO VANCOUVER. HE PROMISED 
TO MAKE POSITION PAPER AVAILABLE TO CORPUZ AND BENITEZ 
AND GIVE US THEIR REACTIONS. 

2. REACTING TO QUESTIONS RAISED REFTEL, VERCELS SAID 

GOP HOPED THAT POLITICAL MATTERS WOULD NOT BE INTRODUCED 
BUT ONLY TIME WOULD TELL. HE HAD NOT SEEN SECRETARIAT 
DRAFT OF DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES SINCE PHILIPPINE 
DELEGATION IN NEW YORK HAD NOT SENT IT. THEREFORE, HE 
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ON INSTITUIONAL ARRANGEMENTS, VERCELES SAID GOP AGREES 
THAT CONSOLIDATION IS IN ORDER BUT THINKS DISCUSSION ON 
ACTUAL ARRANGEMENTS PRIOR TO SESSION IN VANCOUVER IS 
SOMEWHAT PREMATURE. SPEAKING FROM HIS YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
AS SECOND MAN IN GOP DELEGATION TO UN, VERCELES NOTED 
THERE WERE VESTED INTERESTS SEEKING TO MAINTAIN CENTER 
FOR HOUSING. BUILDING AND PLANNING AS SEPARATE ENTITY. 

VERCELES SUGGESTED, HOWEVER, THAT CENTER SHOULD BE 
CONSOLIDATED UNDER THE HUMAN HABITAT AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 
FOUNDATION WHICH HAD, HE SAID, TAKEN ON MORE SIGNIFICANCE 
THAN CENTER. HE ADDED POINTEDLY THAT MRS. MARCOS HAS 
OFFERED $1.0 MILLION TO HABITAT FOUNDATION. ASKED ABOUT 
SITE OF SECRETARIAT FOR CONSOLIDATED ORGANIZATION, VERCELES 
NOTED THAT MEXICO HAD OFFERED SITE. PHILIPPINE WAS ALSO 
OFFEREING MANILA AS SITE FOR SECRETARIAT AND, ALTHOUGH 
THIS GOP POSITION HAS NOT BEEN ANNOUNCED PUBLICALLY, MRS. 
MARCOS' CONTRIBUTION SHOULD BE READ IN THAT LIGHT. 

VERCELS SAID THAT GOP FULLY SUBSCRIBES TO DESIRABILITY 
OF CONCENTRATING MORE HABITAT ACTIVITIES AT REGIONAL 
LEVEL. 

3. COMMENT: AS FOREGOING INDICATES. HABITAT IS VERY 
MUCH MRS. MARCOS' "BABY' 1 (GUIDED PRESS IS NOW HAILING 
HER AS WORLD'S "FIRST LADY OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS"). 

DFA HAS BEEN BROUGHT INTO PICTURE ONLY PERIPHERALLY. 

WE ARE INCLINED TO BELIEVE GOP PREFERS THAT POLITICAL 
QUESTIONS NOT BE INSINUATED INTO HABITAT DELIBERATIONS. 

WE HAVE STRONG IMPRESSIONGOP WILL MAKE MAJOR PITCH FOR 
MANILA AS SITE OF HABITAT SECRETARIATE IF IT CAN SOMEHOW 
WORK THIS OUT AMICABLY WITH MEXICANS AND OTHER CONTENDERS. 
WE SHALL REPORT FURTHER WHEN MRS. MARCOS' HABITAT 
EXPERTS HAVE HAD OPPORTUNITY TO REACT TO SUBSTANCE OF 
U.S. POSITION AS CONVEYED REFTEL. 

SULLIVAN 
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